Ad apted From The Epic Poem By Homer 
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The Story So Far: 

When Helen, queen of Sparta, was taken across the sea to the city of Troy by its prince Paris, her 
husband Menelaus raised a large Achaean (Greek) force, led by his brother King Agamemnon, to 
bring her back. In the war's ninth year, Agamemnon offended proud Achilles, so he, their greatest 
hero of war, vowed to fight no more till the matter was redressed. His goddess-mother Thetis 
persuaded Zeus, king of the gods, to favor the Trojans in battle, though the immortals knew Troy 

(also called Ilium) was eventually doomed to fall. 

Paris and Menelaus met in single combat to decide claims to Helen and her treasure. But when Paris 
lost, the goddesses Hera and Athena caused the fighting to resume. The Olympians took sides — 
Apollo and Aphrodite favoring the Trojans, Hera and Athena the Argives (Greeks), and the war god 

Ares first one side, then the other. At last Zeus forbade any gods to take part in the war, and he 
himself turned the tide in favor of Troy and her allies. The Achaeans were driven behind their ship- 
wall, and the Trojans encamped on the plain outside their city. With the dawn, says Hector, Troy's 
greatest warrior, they will destroy the fortifications — and the Achaeans.... 
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&VT fANK, <OMRAP< OF PLOOP- 
*TAIN<t> ROUT, HAP TAKtN HOLP 
OF TH< A<HA*AN*, A NO THilK 
FRIN<4* ALL OF TH4M 

IN PffPAK. | 

^^^^^^J A <aAMiMNON fUMMONtP Hlf 
I <HKFf TO A <OUN<IL... ANP 
9 tPOK* TO TH<M AMIP 
<-„ ■ H<AVY ZIGHf... 



Son of Atreus, do you 
truly think the Achaeans 
so unwarlike--so 
cowardly? 




If your own mind is 
set upon going home--go! 
The way is open to you. 



But the rest 
of us will stay here till 
we have sacked Troy) 



Though young, 
Piomedes, you 
have spoken 



Agamemnon-- 
I urged you not to y Let us now 
take the girl Briseis appease him, 
from Achilles, but in with gifts and 
your pride you fair word- 

dishonored our 
mightiest warrior. 





Odysseus, I' 
not fight for hated 
Agamemnon. ..not 
even to gain glory 
by slaying Hector. 



Tomorrow morning, if you 
care to look, you will see my 
ships rowing out to sea. 



If Poseidon grant 
me fair passage, in 
three days I shall 
be in Phthia. 




— «L — 11- 



\ 





[<=* »\ 





■Aw 



wM 



A4AM4MNON 

U4ARN4P A<HILL<*' 

AN5W4R, Hi A<bA\N 
<AU<P HI* <HKFf... 



I stand in need 
— I of shrewd counsel |a< « 



to save the Argives 
and our ships. 



Is there any man 
bold enough to venture \|^ 1 wi " Q°— 
among the Trojans and F| but better if 
bring us news of what kgk there were 
the enemy mean .^BBw two of us. 
to do? 





Piomedes— 
someone 



It may be a 
spy—or some thief 
who would plunder 
the dead. 



Let us lie 
down among the 
corpses and let 
him get a little 
past us... 




M4ANWHIL4 , OPY*Z<UZ HAP 
MAP* FA*T TH* HOR*<*, ON< 
TO ANOTHER... 
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Ar gives! 
Gird yourselves 
for combat! 



IT PUMP TH* A<HA<ANf 
WITH <OTO«, GIVING 
TH<M MART TO FIGHT ON. 

>!/- -:-Z XSJ 



ASP AGAMEMNON, fON OF 
ATR<U*, *HOUT<P ALOUP Af 
H4 PONN4P HI* ARMOR... 



Let every 
man now let his 
charioteer hold 
his horses in 
readiness... 
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...while you 
go forward 
into battle 
on foot! 










WRN<P BRONZ* 
fP<AZ» 
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£lT H«TOR F4LL TO HI* 
KN«Z..J=OR CAHKNiff HAP 
FALLEN UPON HI* <Y<£... 







I will not escape 
I From death 



' —let not 
the arrow of 
Paris speed 

s s in vain! 




[Af WAf PXIVfN TO 

TH* *HIP* ANP AZGIV** FL<P 
IN PANK,OPY*f<U* FA<iC 
TH< TROJANf ALON*. 




<K/V WH4N WOUNPfP, 
«< FOUGHT ON... 




AKHILLtf ZAW 
IT ALL ANC TOOK NOT*, A* 
H< fTOOP ON TH< *T*RN 
OF Hlf fHir... 



I shall now 
have the Argive 
praying at my 
knees— 

For they are 
in great straits, 
retreating through 
the great doors 
of their ship- 
walls. 






Iiould Achilles 
Know how many 
:ans may be 




The Glossary of the Iliad 



Appease - to bring to a state of peace, quiet, ease or calm 

Charioteer - driver of a light, two-wheeled vehicle for one person, usually drawn by two 
horses and driven from a standing position 

Embassy - a body of persons entrusted with a mission to a sovereign or government not their own 

Ensign - a flag or banner 

i 

Entrails - internal parts, intestines 
Ere - before 

Fertile - bearing, producing, or capable of producing vegetation, crops, etc. 
Fray - a fight or battle 
Gird - to prepare (oneself) for action 

Heifer - a young cow over one year old that has not produced a calf 
Hemmed - enclosed or confined 

Heron - a bird characterized by being long-legged, long-necked 
and usually long-billed 

Onset - an assault or attack 

Play - to use or manipulate, especially for one's own interests 
Plunder - to rob or steal 

Prattle - to talk in a foolish or simple-minded way 

Rampart - a broad embankment raised as a fortification; 
a protective barrier 

Repent - to feel sorry or regret past conduct 

Sack - to pillage or loot after capture; plunder 

Seducer - a person who leads others astray usually by persuasion 
or false promises 

Shrewd - of a practical or sharp intelligence 

Shrill - a loud, piercing sound 

Smote - past tense of smite, meaning to strike or hit hard, with 
or as if with the hand, a slick, or other weapon 

Stern - the rear part of a ship or boat 

Straits - a position of difficulty, perplexity, distress, or need 

Swath - the width of a scythe stroke or a mowing-machine blade 

Talent - a variable unit of weight and money used in ancient 
Greece, Rome, and the Middle East 




